SOFTWARE

Digital connectivi

for Lab 4.0

In a post-pandemic world, the
need for real-time and remote
connectivity is more crucial
than ever. Today’s laboratory
equipment and analyzers

are capable of generating
more data than ever before,
creating new challenges for
data processing and analysis.
Recognizing this challenge
back in 2013, Labforward
began developing software
solutions capable of interfacing
directly with a diverse range of
laboratory instruments.

The idea behind Labforward began
when co-founders Simon Bungers and
Florian Hauer were pursuing their PhDs
at the Max Planck Institute in
Gottingen, Germany. The duo saw the
need to circumvent the paper trails left
behind by scientists, while providing a
neat, searchable data repository for
researchers within the lab.
Labforward’s central concept is to
empower users to connect all of their
lab data - including instrument data -
to a central platform, accessible via a
simple interface, enabling real-time and
remote electronic data capture. Simon
explained: “Research laboratories are
at the cusp of innovation, but it’s quite
clear that, in many cases, their data
management is many years behind.
There is a lot of room for improvement,
and we want to make the work of
scientists easier by connecting
everything in the laboratory: the data,
the devices and the people.”

Florian Hauer

“Each laboratory has its own unique set
of processes, platforms, software
packages and analyses to perform. Our
strategy is to provide a digital toolbox
compatible with different systems for
varied applications, which we can help
adapt to diverse lab backgrounds. We
are the enabler, connecting all the
different laboratory components to
help improve data flow. We’re
developing a broad set of extensions to
suit specific equipment or applications,
and labs can customize the base
solutions with the functionalities they
require. Our open philosophy gives us
an edge over more conventional
solutions, and makes us a reliable
partner for helping develop labs of the
future, befitting the Lab 4.0 age.”

Simon Bungers
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66 It allows users to quickly and easily
design multi-well experiments, document

sample preparation steps and execute
assay protocols. 99

To find out more about Tecan’s
Magellan software, visit
lifesciences.tecan.com/software-
magellan

To learn more about Labforward,
go to www.labforward.io
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