DRUG DISCOVERY

Robotic biology for
the lab of the future
Laboratory automation is increasingly common in life sciences research, helping to tackle
some of the challenges that come with manual workflows, including inefficient operation,
limited throughput and challenges of reproducibility. However, most automated platforms still
require human operators to set up reagents, transfer plates between machines, and clean down
afterwards. Dr Koichi Takahashi and his colleagues at the RIKEN Center for Biosystems Dynamics
Research in Japan are developing a new type of laboratory automation workflow system that
combines humanoid and other types of robots, creating a prototype for the lab of the future.
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